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2011 is rapidly winding down.  Christmas and New Years are only weeks away and 

soon we will be turning the page to start a new chapter.  I look back at our accom-

plishments, or successes and our short comings with fond memories.  I hope that 

we can continue to work together and support our incoming Club Officers as you 

have supported me during my tenure as your President.  With your continued sup-

port our club can continue to grow. 

Meeting Date Change  

Our next regularly scheduled meeting has been changed from December 21st. to 

December 14th.  This will be a business meeting only.  Your President and Vice 

President felt the 21st was too close to Christmas to have a meeting and our 

Christmas party.  Instead we will meet on the 14th for Election of Officers and any 

other business coming before the membership.  Our Christmas party will be a 

combination Awards Night and Christmas Party on January 7th at 7:00 PM at the 

Barron Center.  Featured will be Awards, a pot luck feast and Yankee Swap.  Please 

limit gifts to $25.00.  

 

Pollie & I want to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous 

New Year.  

  Carroll 
 

Board Meeting 7:00 pm  

General Meeting 7:30 pm  

LOCATION:  

Barron Center, 1145 Brighton, 

Avenue, Portland, Me, 04103 just 

off Maine Turnpike Exit 48   

[Westbrook].  

Treasurerõs Report 

Recording Secretaryõs Report  

Corresponding Secretaryõs 

Report 

Cluster Meeting Report 

FMDC Report 
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December 14 Meeting  

http://www.vacationlanddogclub.org/
http://www.fedmedogclubs.org/
http://www.akc.org/index.cfm?nav_area=homepage


 

Vacationland Dog ClubñThe NEWS   December 2011ñPage 2 

On October 19th, VDC presented the annual 

Shirley and Clarence Carter Remembrance Scholar-

ship award for 2011 to Jessica Poole, a senior stu-

dent in the veterinary technician program at the 

University College of Bangor. Dr. Laura Buckley, 

DVM, director of the vet tech program, gave a 

presentation on the meanings of various terms used 

to describe the ingredients in commercial dog 

foods and what they actually mean in terms of the 

food contents.  

Pictured are Corr. Sec. Nancy Jensen Norris, stu-

dent recipient Jessica Poole, and Dr. Laura Buckley. 

2011 Carter Scholarship Recipient - Jessica Poole 

Corresponding Secretary Report - Nominations  

Below is the proposed slate of officers for 2012 to be nominated at the December 14 General Meeting: 

President- Peg Dilley 

VP- Claire Marx 

Recording Secretary- Debbie Libby 

Correspondence Secretary- Nancy Jensen-Norris 

Treasurer- Teri Welch 

Board of Directors  1 year term                  2 year term 

                               Pollie Goodwin             Judy Perry 

                               Richard Hendricks        Harold Davis 

                                Barbara Hunt                Sandy Bergeron 

 Hoping to see you all at both at the meeting December 14  and at the Holiday Party January 7, 2012. 

Nancy Jensen-Norris, VDC Corresponding Secretary 

Pollie Goodwin photo 

2012 Show Trophy Committee - Breed Rosettes 
 

Please let me know if you would like to sponsor a breed rosette, for $5.00 each, at the 2012 Coastal Classic.  Your 

dog could even win it for you!  Remember, this year we will feature veterans!  Thanks, Debbie Libby, 207-776-4156. 



 

Vacationland Dog ClubñThe NEWS   December 2011ñPage 3 

Community Service - Member Volunteers Needed  

 

 

RABIES  VACCINATION  CLINIC   
  

Saturday, December 3, 2011 

1:00 PM to 3:00 PM 

At the Buxton Public Works Garage 

Next Door to the Buxton Town Hall  
  

$8.00 per Vaccination ð CASH ONLY 
  

 
There will be a dog and cat rabies vaccination clinic at the Buxton Public Works Garage, 215 

Portland Road, next door to the Buxton Town Hall.  ALL DOGS MUST BE brought in on a 

leash and ALL CATS MUST BE in carriers.  For faster service please bring the previous ra-

bies vaccination certificate.  Anyone from any community is welcome to bring their dog(s) & 

cat(s).  For more information call the Buxton Town Hall at 929-6171. 

  

 

Sponsored by the  

 

Hollis Animal Clinic 

Town of Buxton  

Town of Hollis  

Vacationland Dog Club 

  

 

    

John Myers, Buxton Town Clerk & Office Man- ager 

185 Portland Road, Buxton, ME 04093-6532 

email:  tclerkbuxton@sacoriver.net 

website:  www.buxton.me.us 

  
 

mailto:tclerkbuxton@sacoriver.net
http://www.buxton.me.us
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Member Showcase - Nancy Jensen Norris 

 

from member Nancy Jensen Norris, J-aienne Bouviers é 

 

November:  Legacyõs Hair Apparent (Ari) took Best of Winners and Best of Oppo-

site Sex at both the South Windsor KC show on Friday, November 25th and the 

Springfield KC show on Sunday, November 27th at the Big E in W. Springfield, MA. 

Expertly shown by Sue Burrell and groomed by Peg Dilley, he hopes to continue his 

winning ways in December at the Worcester County KC  shows in Fitchburg, 

MA. 

 

 

VDC guest reporter - Debbie Libby 
From a conformation dog show beginner point of view, we were so lucky to find VDC!  After sending emails of inquiry to a few 

dog clubs with absolutely no response, I sent one to VDC and got a welcoming, quick return email that was full of information as 

well as a warm invitation.  I did some Internet research and found out VDC is the oldest dog club in Maine and figured VDC does 

something right to be active over so many years and a partner in annually producing the biggest and best dog show in the state.  I 

wasn't wrong.  From the first meeting we attended there was a wealth of information and willing assistance from everyone.  If the 

years of experience were added up from all of the members, I don't know how many years experience that would actually be, but 

it is more than just one person could ever possibly accrue.  What a value!  What a goldmine!  What a deal! 

  

So, wanting to find out what makes a great club that survives the years and seems to only get better, I did a bit of Internet research 

on dog club membership in general. Why do dog people join as well as why dog people don't?  What are the motivations?  We 

joined VDC because we knew absolutely nothing about showing.  We were looking for advice and guidance.  The AKC website 

suggested the best start in conformation showing is to join a conformation club.  So, we did!  The most prevalent reason I was able 

to find on line for joining a dog club was an altruistic one.  That being dog people feel they need to assist in producing quality 

shows and just paying an entry fee to show isn't enough to assure the sport they love will continue in good health.  The next seem-

ingly most popular reason is various benefits including reduced rates for training, depending on the type of club such as an obedi-

ence club.  Another popular reason for joining is sharing time and doing projects with like minded people and developing lasting 

friendships.   

  

On the negative side, the most popular reason I could find on line for dog people to either not join in the first place or leave a club 

membership is what was stated in most complaints as "cliques".  Another negative that seems to drive off prospective or actual 

members is arguments over:  and you can fill in the blank here because the subjects stated are many.   Also, another preva-

lent negative that should be mentioned is the complaint regarding burn out of long time super active members.   

  

So, being a longstanding and successful club makes VDC a model.  Recruitment and retention is an obvious and integral factor in 

the long term success of any dog club.  VDC members help and steward for other clubs, much in the spirit of how we have unsel-

fishly been given time, information, advice and guidance as club newbies.  It is great to see that living up to our mission statement is 

second nature to our members.  YEAH VDC!!! 
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ANNUAL MEETING AND AWARDS BANQUET  

 
If your dog(s) earned any title(s) during 2011, please fill in the form below and mail it to Claire Marx, 

421 Falmouth Rd.,  Windham, ME 04062 or email info to: CMarx29707@aol.com by December 15th. 

 

 

              Dogôs name: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

              Breed: ____________________________________________________Sex:_________ 

 

              Owned by: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

               ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

              Bred by: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

              _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

              Please indicate appropriate title(s) earned by writing in date dog finished title (titles 

              achieved in 2010 only): 

 

              Am CH (AKC) ______________________  Can CH (CKC) _____________________ 

 

              Other conformation CH (specify country/club) _______________________________ 

 

              CD ______________________ CDX ____________________ UD ________________ 

 

              OTCH ___________________ CGC ____________________ 

 

              Other titles (specify): ____________________________________________________               

 

              _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

              Is this your first award? __________________________________________________ 

 

              Do you need a plaque or name plate only (please state choice)? _________________ 

 

             Dogôs name: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

             Breed: ________________________________________________Sex: _____________ 

 

             Owned by: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

             Bred by: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 Awards Committee - Claire Marx 

mailto:CMarx29707@aol.com
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Are Punishment & òCorrectionsó the Same Thing?  
Posted in   Electronic Behavior Modification and Control, Learning Theory  

 

We were reading a popular mail order pet supply catalog and came across some descriptions of training products using incorrect 

terminology.  We know such confusion is widespread and worth discussing.  Weõll tell you right up front that the take home mes-

sage is that as professionals, it is important to be precise and correct with the terminology we use. 

In a description of an electronic training collar, the catalog stated that these devices werenõt meant to PUNISH a dog, but to 

òcorrectó undesirable behavior.  Itõs clear that in this case the word "correct" means to suppress or stop a behavior from happen-

ing.  It also states the collars can be used to help reinforce acceptable behaviors.  Could this collar "correct" a behavior without 

punishment?  

The answer is no.  In psychology and animal behavior punishment has a very specific definition.  It is the delivery of some 

(presumably) noxious stimulus or the removal of a (presumably) pleasant stimulus that causes a behavior to decrease or stop. Pun-

ishment is a process or event defined by the outcome.  If the delivery of the unpleasant stimulus (shock), described in the catalog 

as a "correction", results in the behavior decreasing or stopping completely, by definition this is (positive) punishment. 

In every day language punishment often means doing something that is painful, fear-provoking, horrible, or harmful, regardless 

of  its effect on behavior frequencies.  The advertisers in the catalog want their product to sound safe and friendly so they say their 

product delivers a "correction" rather than a shock.  No matter what it is, if it stops the behavior, itõs punishment.  It doesnõt help 

people understand how products work by confusing these terms. 

While learning theory terminology of positive and negative punishment and reinforcement may be confusing to the uninformed, as 

professionals itõs what we have to work with.  Our credibility is affected if we canõt use these terms correctly or if we insist on 

trying to òmake upó our own terminology. Yet we see examples of this on the web all the time. 

We ran across a blog article* on a dog training site that was attempting to re-define òpunishmentó and òcorrectionó.  The author 

stated that there is no place in òpositive reinforcementó dog training for punishment, but there is room for òcorrectionó.  He then 

goes on to define òcorrectionó, based on freedictionary.com (definitely a professional publication ha!)  as òa change or substituting 

something for a mistake or a fault.ó  

To further confuse the issue, the author then gives examples of òcorrectionsó including withholding a toy the dog wants, ending a 

play session, giving a dog a òdirty lookó or yelling NO at the dog.  Lo and behold ð these are examples of negative and positive pun-

ishment (assuming the affected behaviors decrease in frequency).  Talk about a circular argument with no purpose! 

And substituting a different behavior for a òmistakeó could be counter conditioning, differential reinforcement of an incompatible 

behavior (DRI) or of any other behavior (DRO).  

The question to ask is ð does use of the general term òcorrectionó to encompass all these very different behavior modification 

procedures add to, or detract from, our understanding of training procedures and our professional credibility?  Weõll leave the 

answer to you.  

We should not be afraid of using the word punishment or of using appropriate punishment procedures.  Use of positive reinforce-

ment in training essentially mandates the use of negative punishment.  And positive punishing stimuli donõt have to hurt or scare 

pets to be effective.  Our Irish setter Coral will stop mouthing her leash when sheõs excited if we just say òAGHGHó to her.  In 

fact, research has shown that if punishing stimuli are too strong and cause pain or fear, the pain or fear may interfere with learn-

ing.  

Finally, can electronic collars that deliver an aversive stimulus be used to reinforce acceptable behaviors as the ad in the catalog 

claimed?  Yes, if we are talking about negative reinforcement.  A dog can be taught to òcomeõ rather than chase cars, IF coming 

allows the dog to avoid the aversive stimulus delivered by the collar.  But, use of this approach is fraught with the peril of creating 

frightened and confused dogs if the timing and intensity of the shock is incorrect.  It is much more advisable to use positive rein-

forcement to teach an appropriate behavior than to depend upon negative reinforcement of an escape or avoidance behavior. 

 

By PetProNews.com, an Animal Behavior Associates, Inc. site via  CAKC, December 2011  
 

http://petpronews.com/category/electronic-behavior-modification-and-control/
http://petpronews.com/category/learning-theory/
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Dear VDC Member, 

 

It is time to renew your VDC membership. Please remit this form with 

your payment (check or M.O. payable to V.D.C.) to:  

 

Treasurer                       or                          Membership Coordinator 

 

Teri Welch                                                   Nancy Jensen-Norris  

33 Lafayette St.,                                          13 Ledgewood Lane, 

Yarmouth, ME 04096                                 Gray, ME 04039 

 
Individual Adult Membership                   $15.00              $____________ 

 

Joint Household Membership                    $20.00             $____________ 

 

Individual Junior Membership                   $5.00              $____________ 

       Junior Date of Birth:______________ 

 

                                                         Total Enclosed            $____________ 

 
Please note according to VDC bylaws, Article 1, Section 2, dues shall be payable on or before the first day of 

January. Article 1, Section 4b states a membership shall be considered as lapsed and automatically termi-

nated if such members dues remain unpaid 30 days after January 1st except when a member is out of the coun-

try where retention shall be at the discretion of the membership. 

 
PLEASE FILL OUT ALL INFORMATION BELOW AND HIGHLIGHT ANY CHANGES:  

 
NAME(S): ________________________________________________________________ 

 

STREET ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________ 

 

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ________________________________________________________ 

 

TELEPHONE (HOME AND/OR CELL): ______________________________________ 

 

E-MAIL AND / OR FAX: ____________ _______________________________________ 

VDC DUES NOTICE 2012 
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V A C A T I O N L A N D  D O G  

C L U B ,  I N C .  

F O U N D E D  1 9 4 5 

 

The purpose of this club is to encourage and promote the raising, general care and training of purebred dogs; to promote harmony, fair play 

and good sportsmanship in the best interests of purebred dogs; to encourage the novice owner and breeder in his approach to the raising, 

general care and training of purebred dogs; to assist all members in the showing, breeding and general care and training of their dogs; to assist 

the general public to understand dogs of all origins and learn to better care for and enjoy them through educational and instructional pro-

grams, projects and exhibitions, obedience and field trials, all under the rules and regulations of the AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB  

 

 

 

 

Penny Overton, Editor 

542 Maine St 

New Gloucester, ME 04260-2661 

USA 00¢ Dec. stamp 

VDC MISSION STATEMENT 

VDC 2011 Officers and Board of Directors 
President: Carroll Goodwin 

Vice President: Sandy Bergeron 

Recording Secretary: Peg Dilley 

Corresponding Secretary: Nancy Jensen-Norris 
Treasurer: Teri Welch 

 

Pollie Goodwin, Director 

Barbara Hunt, Director 

Judy Perry, Director  

Claire Marx, Director 
Richard Hendricks, Director 

Rick Joy, Director 

2011 Calendar 
January 

  18 FMDC meeting 

  19 Awards Banquet 

February  

  15 FMDC meeting 

  16 General meeting 

March  

  15 FMDC meeting 

  16 General meeting 

April  

  19 FMDC meeting   

  20 General meeting 

May 

 11 General meeting  

 17 FMDC meeting 

 18 VDC Show Setup   

  19-22 Cluster Show 

June  

 10 Annual Banquet   

 16 General meeting 

  21 FMDC meeting 

July  

No general meeting 

19 FMDC meeting 

24 Equipment Clean-up 

August  

  No general meeting   

  15 FMDC meeting 

September   

  20 FMDC meeting 

  21 General meeting 

October  

  18 FMDC meeting   

  19 General meeting 

November  

  15 FMDC meeting 

  16 General meeting 

December  

  14 General Meeting  

  21 FMDC meeting   

Amish Christmas Tree Lights  

You know very well that the 

Amish don't use electricity  

http://www.akc.org/clubs/index.cfm?nav_area=clubs

