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It's February, the days are already getting longer and the sun stronger, when we get to see it.  

The groundhog says we're due for an early spring, imagine that.  I hope everyone remembered 
their loved ones, two and four legged, on Valentines Day. 
 

Our Annual Awards night and pot luck supper was postponed due to inclement weather last 

month.   Our February meeting will be our Awards program and a guest speaker, Steve Hersey.  
Steve will be giving a recap of his experiences at an AKC Parent Club Seminar and how those 
principles apply to All Breed Club Management.  Let's all plan to attend and show our support for 

our Award recipients and our guest speaker. 
 

On a more somber note I am disappointed at the total lack of response to last month's appeal for 
show awards sponsorship.  If it were not for Sandy Bergeron, Pollie and I, we would have had no 
response.  At this time we are still negotiating with our last hope of a sponsor.  The Premium List 
has been sent to MBF.  Without a sponsor our income is already $750.00 down from last year.  I 
know the economy is bad and money is tight.  For the price of a morning coffee and doughnut 
you could almost sponsor a $5.00 rosette for your breed.     

Carroll 

Board Meeting 7:00 pm  

General Meeting 7:30 pm 

2010 Awards Presentation & 

Guest Speaker 

[Potluck Banquet-members, 

please bring dish to pass] 

LOCATION: 
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Avenue, Portland, Me, 04103 just 

off Maine Turnpike Exit 48   

[Westbrook].  
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I N T E R E S T :  

2011 Dues  

2010 Awards 

Presentation  

2011 Custer 

Show  

 

www.FedMeDogClubs.org 

www.akc.org 

 

Special guest and speaker: AKC Rally Judge Stephen P. Hersey of York County 

Kennel Club will present information on an AKD seminar he attended last year. 

[Look for Steve’s up-coming Rally-O Handler Error seminar flyer for March 26] 

http://www.vacationlanddogclub.org/
http://www.fedmedogclubs.org/
http://www.akc.org/index.cfm?nav_area=homepage
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Member Showcase 

from Claire Marx … 

December:  More news to share... my Irish Setter "Jillie" (Beaubriar Celtic Promise) had a great weekend at the 

Providence shows.  She won two days and now has 14 points. She should have finished Sunday but there were dogs 

absent ….. 

from Dick & Nancy Hendricks… 

February: A litter of one?  Yes, a new baby Grandson is here! The baby arrived 2 days early, but both Elissa and 

baby are well:  Gavin Richard 9 pounds, 20 inches long.  Congrates! 

 

 

 

American Kennel Club Launches New Coursing Ability Test 

New Test Allows All Dogs the Chance to Experience the Fun and Excitement of Lure Coursing 
 

The American Kennel Club® (AKC®) is pleased to announce the launch of a new titling event – the Coursing Ability Test 

– on February 24, 2011 in Calhoun, GA. Open to all dogs, the Coursing Ability Test is an introductory event fashioned 

after the sport of lure coursing and meant to be a fun, healthy activity for dogs and their owners. Coursing Ability Tests 

may be held by all licensed lure coursing clubs. 

Eligible dogs must be at least 12 months of age and individually registered/listed with the AKC (registered purebred, 

Foundation Stock Service (FSS), Purebred Alternative Listing (PAL) or AKC Canine Partner). In order to pass the test, a 

dog running alone must pursue a lure, completing the course with enthusiasm and without interruption within a given time. 

"The Coursing Ability Test can provide a wonderful community outreach opportunity, an enjoyable experience for dogs 

and owners and a way to expose a wider audience to the sport," said AVP Performance Events Doug Ljungren. "Most 

dogs will chase a lure and have fun in the process."  

Dogs that pass the Coursing Ability Test three times will earn a Coursing Ability (CA) title. Ten passes and a dog earns a 

Coursing Ability Advanced (CAA) title and 25 passes results in a Coursing Ability Excellent (CAX) title.  

Upcoming events include:  

· Bluegrass Coursing Club, Feb. 24-25, Calhoun, GA  

· Greyhound Association of North Georgia, Feb. 26-27, Calhoun, GA  

· Alamo Area Whippet Club, Mar. 5-6, Hutto, TX  

· Northwest Arkansas Kennel Club, Mar. 19-20, Rogers, AR  

· Mid-Atlantic Hound Association of Central North Carolina, May 21-22, Rocky Mount, NC  

These Coursing Ability Tests are being held in conjunction with the Club’s normal Lure Coursing trial. Coursing Ability 

Tests may be held with a trial or as stand-alone events. 

A summary description of the test, the regulations governing the event and a Coursing Ability Test application form, as 

well as a list of upcoming events can be found on the AKC website at www.akc.org/events/performance. Click on 

"Coursing Ability Test" on the left side of the page. 

If your club is interested in holding a Coursing Ability Test, please complete the application form and submit to the Per-

formance Events Department. If you 

have questions, please contact Bob 

Mason at RAM@akc.org or (405) 826-

2929 or Lisa Carroll, Manager of Per-

formance Events at LAC@akc.org or 

(919) 816-3900. 
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Could dogs be …. 
 

By Patti Strand, Founder and Chairman, National Animal Interest Alliance  

 

For nearly 30 years, groups like People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) 

–  groups that use animals in their fundraising campaigns – have worked zealously to restrict dog ownership and breeding in the US, and 

their work is paying off. The future of dogs and dog ownership in America is now threatened. 

Raising funds under the banner of animal protection, PETA and HSUS have been able to disguise their anti-pet agenda from even their 

own pet-owning donors while critically wounding purebred dogs. They have accomplished this through nonstop propaganda and legislative 

campaigns that demonize all breeders, pushing laws that if passed would eliminate even the most careful and humane breeders, right along 

with the bad. 

What has become clear is that eliminating purebreds is the key to dismantling dog ownership, a long-standing goal of radical animal rights 

groups. In a society where at least 74% of household dogs are already neutered and where very few parts of the country still have free-

roaming dogs whose progeny could impact domestic dog populations, purebreds are the entire game, set and match. If you eliminate 

purebreds, you will greatly reduce and eventually eliminate dog ownership for most Americans.  

It is not hard to imagine a society without widespread dog ownership. Such countries exist all over the world. America is unique when it 

comes to pet keeping. In many countries, dog ownership has always been limited to the rich; while a distinguishing characteristic of Ameri-

can pet ownership has been its widespread availability to all income levels. According to the American Veterinary Medical Association, 

over 37% of US households own at least one dog, a much higher rate than any other country in the world. Even in times of economic 

hardship, Americans have understood the importance of pets in people’s lives and developed programs to assure that animal lovers of 

modest means could still enjoy the comfort of a pet.  

Because of fundraising hype and a practice called humane relocation, the true status of dog populations in the United States is unknown. 

Some fundraising groups still claim out-of-control dog overpopulation in their fundraising/legislative campaigns, but times have changed and 

that term is now outdated. It mischaracterizes the current problem as one of over supply, something that was generally true in previous 

decades, but which is better described today as a dog retention or dog distribution problem.  

In many parts of the country, the Northwest, Northeast and Great Lakes Region for example, consumer demand outstrips supply to such 

an extent, there would be a tremendous shortage of dogs were it not for the importation of dogs from distant states and even foreign 

countries. Humane societies in high demand states import 10's of thousands of dogs annually from surplus states to meet local demand. 

Meanwhile, unregulated, fly-by-night parking lot peddlers import and sell dogs from Mexico, Puerto Rico, China and India out of the back 

of trucks. A small but growing number of animal shelters and sanctuaries actively pursue foreign dogs as well.  

The importation of foreign dogs for the US pet trade suggests that American dog breeders, at least in some parts of the country can no 

longer meet demand. Statistics from bona fide dog registries, and anecdotal information from dog referral services point in the same di-

rection. Likewise, shelter impounds, which reflect long-term pet population trends show incredible declines over the last few decades and 

although some parts of the country are ahead of others, the downward trend is present virtually everywhere. If this trend continues as we 

expect it will, the shortage of dogs now evident in the North will spread across the US. In the meantime, unless American breeders can 

preserve their breeds in the face of anti-breeding zealots, dog breeding will be outsourced to foreign countries and Americans will lose 

the option to choose a healthy, well-bred dog of a breed they love.  

Food for thought: Purebred dogs don’t qualify for listing under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) because they are domestic animals, but 

if they could be listed, it might be time to recognize that many long-standing AKC recognized breeds would already qualify for protection 

as threatened or endangered.  Not only do they lack sufficient breeding pairs to assure their future, but we would argue that they meet 4 

out of 5 of the listing criteria set out by the ESA, only one of which is required for listing.  
 

1) Their habitat is threatened by urbanization, mandatory spay-neuter laws and unrealistic limit and zoning laws;  

2) Their declines are exacerbated by the predation of radical fundraising groups that exploit problems in order to raise funds and push 

political agendas;  

3) They suffer from a lack of enforcement of existing laws, leading the public to support ever more burdensome laws;  

4) They suffer from manmade factors that affect their continued existence.  
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April 10, 2011 
Penobscot Vet. Services 

411 Davis Rd, Bangor, ME 04401  
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Individual Adult Membership   $15.00   $____________ 

 

Joint Household Membership   $20.00   $____________ 

 

Individual Junior Membership   $  5.00   $____________ 

Junior’s Date of  Birth: __________  

========== 
 

TOTAL ENCLOSED      $____________ 
 

 
 

Please fill out all information below and HIGHLIGHT any changes from the 2010 List: 

 

NAME(S): _____________________________________________________________ 

 

STREET ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________ 

 

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ___________________________________________________ 

 

TELEPHONE (HOME AND/OR CELL): ___________________________________ 

 

EMAIL AND/OR FAX: ___________________________________________________ 

 

BREED(S): _____________________________________________________________ 

 

KENNEL NAME (IF ANY): ______________________________________________ 

Dear VDC Member, 
 

It is time to renew your VDC membership. Please remit this form with your dues payable 

to VDC, by check or Money Order, to either: 

Membership Coordinator: 

Nancy Jensen-Norris 

13 Ledgewood Lane 

Gray, ME 04039 

Treasurer: 

Teri Welch 

33 Lafayette Street 

Yarmouth, ME 04096 

 

Please note according to VDC bylaws, Article 1, Section 2, dues shall be payable on or before the first day of Janu-

ary. Article 1, Section 4b states a membership shall be considered as lapsed and automatically terminated if such 

members dues remain unpaid 90 days after January 1st except when a member is out of the country where retention 

shall be at the discretion of the membership. 

2011 Dues Notice 
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V A C A T I O N L A N D  D O G  

C L U B ,  I N C .  

F O U N D E D  1 9 4 5  

 

The purpose of this club is to encourage and promote the raising, general care and training of purebred dogs; to promote har-

mony, fair play and good sportsmanship in the best interests of purebred dogs; to encourage the novice owner and breeder in 

his approach to the raising, general care and training of purebred dogs; to assist all members in the showing, breeding and gen-

eral care and training of their dogs; to assist the general public to understand dogs of all origins and learn to better care for and 

enjoy them through educational and instructional programs, projects and exhibitions, obedience and field trials, all under the 

rules and regulations of the AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

Penny Overton, Editor 

542 Maine St 

New Gloucester, ME 04260-2661 

$0 February stamp 

VDC MISSION STATEMENT 

VDC 2011 Officers and Board of Directors 
President: Carroll Goodwin 

Vice President: Sandy Bergeron 

Recording Secretary: Peg Dilley 

Corresponding Secretary: Nancy Jensen-Norris 
Treasurer: Teri Welch 

Pollie Goodwin, Director 

Barbara Hunt, Director 

Judy Perry, Director  

Claire Marx, Director 
Richard Hendricks, Director 

2011 Calendar 
January 

  18 FMDC meeting 

  19 Awards Banquet 

February 

  15 FMDC meeting 

  16 General meeting 

March 

  15 FMDC meeting 

  16 General meeting 

April 

  19 FMDC meeting   

  20 General meeting 

May 

  17 FMDC meeting 

  19-22 Cluster Show 

June  

  16 General meeting 

  21 FMDC meeting 

July   

  No general meeting 

  19 FMDC meeting 

August  

  No general meeting   

  15 FMDC meeting 

September  

  20 FMDC meeting 

  21 General meeting 

October  

  18 FMDC meeting   

  19 General meeting 

November 

  15 FMDC meeting 

  16 General meeting 

December 

  21 FMDC meeting   

  21 Holiday Party 

http://www.akc.org/clubs/index.cfm?nav_area=clubs

