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What do with your dogs with winter weather still upon us? Several club members have taken 

their dogs and gone to visit with VDC life member Beverly Maxfield who is currently a resi-

dent at the Barron Center.  Bev, the staff and the other residents have all enjoyed having the 

furry, four-legged visitors. Well-behaved dogs ON LEASH are always welcome.  

 

These visits brighten everyone’s day and provide a rewarding socialization opportunity for 

dogs that may not get out as much during the winter months.  It’s also a nice way to thank 

the Barron Center for generously providing our meeting place at no cost. 

  

At our next meeting on February 15th, we have several issues to discuss and vote on to di-

rect our AKC delegate as to how VDC wishes her to vote at the upcoming delegates meet-

ing in March.  

 

If you took a few minutes to read and participate in the survey regarding the group expan-

sion proposal that was emailed to you, you realize that once the delegates vote on that pro-

posal in March, our opportunity to provide input is past. We also have updates on the clus-

ter meeting held in January. Hope to see you all there. 

 

P.S.  L@@king for a representative for the monthly FMDC meetings.  

 

 

General Meeting 7:00 pm 

LOCATION: 

Barron Center, 1145 Brighton, 

Avenue, Portland, Me, 04103 just 

off Maine Turnpike Exit 48    

 

[Westbrook].  

Treasurer’s Report 

Recording Secretary’s Report  

Corresponding Secretary’s  

 

        Report 

Cluster Meeting Report 

FMDC Report 

 VDC’s   “Bark About” 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E

V ACAT IO NLA ND 

D OG  CL U B ,  I NC.  

F O U N D E D  1 9 4 5  

The News 

www.VacationlandDogClub.org 

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 2  V O L U M E  6 7  I S S U E  2  

S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  

O F  I N T E R E S T :  

Dues are Due 

Monthly Planner 

www.FedMeDogClubs.org 

www.akc.org 

 

 

February 15 Meeting  

Feature Article 2 

AKC news 3 

Stewarding 4-5 

Genetic Clinic 6 

Heart/Eye Clinic 7 

Structure WS 8 

Breeders Sympo-

sium 

9 

Eye Clinic 10 

Pet Expos 11-12 

Due form 13 

  

  

  

http://www.vacationlanddogclub.org/
http://www.fedmedogclubs.org/
http://www.akc.org/index.cfm?nav_area=homepage
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On the Circuit - by Feature Reporter Deb Libby 

 

Twenty years ago and even before that, the decision was easy. The vets all said spaying and neutering was to be done at six 

months of age, whether it was a cat, dog or any other pet that this procedure is commonly done on. There were no known 

studies, it was just common knowledge!  

 

The January/February E-zine issue of AKC's Family Dog arrived on time as usual. There are several interesting articles, however, 

one that was especially interesting to me is an article in the nutrition and health portion written by Andrew Skolnick and Claudia 

Gray DVM entitled:  "When to Neuter".  

 

I was happy to see this sensitive as well as misunderstood issue addressed so well within this publication. The recommendation 

to spay and neuter at six months was originally, and apparently, arbitrarily made without any long term health studies having 

been performed.  This six month recommendation still is generally given out as gospel, even though there was a compilation 

study published out of Rutgers University back in 2007 regarding the negative effects caused by sterilizing dogs prior to them 

reaching their maturity.  

 

This study can be reviewed at this site: http://www.naiaonline.org/pdfs/LongTermHealthEffectsOfSpayNeuterInDogs.pdf I found 

this study on my own more than a year ago by researching this subject. Only one veterinarian I have spoken with is familiar with 

this study. It isn't a big secret, I found it and so did these two veterinarians who wrote the article for the AKC publication.  Fully 

understanding and choosing what is truly best for your dog is a lot more complicated than it used to be. 

 

January 25, 2011 

 

Last evening the first Cluster Committee meeting of the year was held.  An item that would perhaps interest you is the informa-

tion for submitting an ad for the Show Catalog.  There is one catalog this year to cover the four days of our Coastal Classic.   

  

If you would like to have an advertisement in this catalog: 

1.  Contact Mary Smith at:  bouvs3@comcast.net 

2.  Cost for ads is as follows:  $20 for a quarter page, $30 for a half page and $40 for a full page of text.  Any pictures or non 

text items contained within your prospective advertisement would be charged at an additional $10 each. 

3.  The deadline for submission and payment to Mary is MARCH 22, 2012. 

  

If there are any questions regarding catalog ads that I have not covered, please contact Mary Smith at the above email link and I 

am sure she will be more than able to help you. 

  

Thanks! 

 

Cluster Show Ad Deadline - by Deb Libby, Trophy Chair 

http://www.naiaonline.org/pdfs/LongTermHealthEffectsOfSpayNeuterInDogs.pdf
mailto:bouvs3@comcast.net
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AKC Report from Delegate - by Iris Frankel 

AKC Chairman’s Report - by Ron Menaker 
January 12, 2012 

Important information on the GROUP 

REALIGNMENT proposal 
 

Dear Dog Fancier, 

The Dog Show Superintendents Association 

(DSSA) would like to share some informa-

tion and gather your feedback on the 

GROUP REALIGNMENT proposal. Please 

take a moment to review this material and 

answer a few survey questions. This will help 

us better understand the thinking of the 

Fancy as well as how to possibly implement 

the new Variety Groups. 

The GROUP Realignment information and 

SURVAY can be found at the following loca-

tions:  

http://www.infodog.com/surveys/

dssagroupsurv.htm  

Thank you, 

Dog Show Superintendents Association 

(DSSA) 

 

Iris Kaye Frankel , AKC Rep. 

Noah's Ark Gordon Setters.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Chairman's Report 

January 2012 

- AKC Owner-Handler Series Kicks Off 

This Month - 

 

This month, we're pleased to launch a new 

event that will take place at select dog 

shows around the country – the AKC 

Owner-Handler Series.  

Owner-handlers are the core of the confor-

mation dog sport, making up the majority of 

show entries. We're pleased to put the 

spotlight on all of our owner-handlers and 

acknowledge the time and dedication they 

put into their dogs.  
 

The AKC Owner-Handler Series will take 

place after Best of Breed judging in each 

breed ring. This competition will be open to 

all non-professional owner-handlers, 

whether experienced or novice. All dogs' 

eligibility must be indicated by checking the 

Owner-Handler box on the entry form at 

the time of entry and will be marked as 

Owner-Handler eligible with an asterisk (*) 

in the steward's book and catalog.  
 

Owner-Handler Best of Breed will be se-

lected from the dogs that are eligible to 

compete in the Best of Breed competition 

including Winners Dog and Winners Bitch. If 

the Best of Breed/Variety winner is Owner-

Handler eligible, it will automatically be 

Owner-Handler Best of Breed/Variety.  
 

If BOB is ineligible and Best of Opposite Sex 

is eligible, BOS will compete against the eligi-

ble Best of Breed dogs of the other sex. If 

the BOB and BOS winners are both ineligi-

ble, the judge will choose Owner-Handler 

Best of Breed from the eligible Selects and 

eligible WD or WB. If one of the Selects is 

eligible, the judge will excuse dogs of the 

same sex as the Select and judge the remain-

ing dogs of the opposite sex including the 

eligible WD or WB. If the BOB, BOS and 

Selects are not eligible, the judge may 

choose any eligible dog remaining in the ring. 
 

Based on points from Breed, Group and 

Best in Show wins accrued throughout the 

year, we'll rank the dogs and invite our top 

owner-handled exhibits to a special year-end 

event to compete for a Best Owner-Handler 

Award.   
 

I hope that many of you will take part and 

we look forward to your feedback about the 

new Series. We plan to add shows featuring 

this new event throughout the year, so stay 

tuned for updates on www.akc.org.  
 

The first events in the AKC Owner-Handler 

Series will take place at: 

Dog Fanciers Association of Oregon – January 

21st 

Oakland County Kennel Club – January 21st 

Sahuaro State Kennel Club – February 4th 

Colorado Kennel Club – February 19th 

International Kennel Club of Chicago – February 

26th  

Ft. Worth Kennel Club – March 24th  

Atlanta Kennel Club – April 14th 

Greenwich Kennel Club – June 9th 

If you have any questions or feedback to 

share about the AKC Owner-Handler Se-

ries, we encourage you to contact Bri Te-

sarz at glt@akc.org or 919-816-3514. 
 

And don't forget to mark your calendars for 

the ABC Television Network broadcast of 

the AKC/Eukanuba National Championship 

on February 4th. Check your local listings 

for airtimes. The national exposure this 

broadcast brings helps us share all the good 

things AKC does for dogs with the pet-

loving public.  

Sincerely, 

 
Ron Menaker 

Chairman 

AKC Owner-Handler Series Point 
Scale:  
(Note: Owner-Handler Series points do 
not contribute to championship points) 

Best in Show 100 

Group 1 30 

Group 2 20 

Group 3 15 

Group 4 10 

Best of Breed 5 

http://www.infodog.com/surveys/dssagroupsurv.htm
http://www.infodog.com/surveys/dssagroupsurv.htm
http://www.akc.org
mailto:glt@akc.org
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The Ring Steward: Who Is That behind the Judge’s Table? 

by Linda Hazen Lewin 

 

Most exhibitors' sole contact with a ring steward is to ask for their 

armband, for the photographer, or for the clean-up crew. Actually, 

the responsibilities of the steward extend far beyond just handing 

out armbands and bellowing into a walkie-talkie. A good steward 

helps immeasurably in keeping the judge on time, keeping the ring 

running smoothly, and averting the many glitches that dog shows 

are heir to. A badly-prepared steward can do just as much in the 

opposite direction. Following are a few things for which the ring 

steward is responsible: 
 

1. Picking up the ring supplies from the superintendent and getting 

the judge's table prepared before the first class of the day. This in-

cludes unwrapping and arranging ribbons in the proper order, un-

wrapping and arranging trophy cards or money envelopes in breed 

order, having the judge's book or score sheets readily available, and 

having armbands ready to go for the incoming breeds. In the cata-

log, the steward checks off those numbers which have been picked 

up and marks reported absentees. 

2. Ensuring there is an examination table in the ring if the judge is 

doing small breeds. 

3. Ensuring there is no glass, sticks or other debris in the ring so the 

judge does not have to stop or reroute his classes due to flotsam in 

the ring. 

4. Putting in requests to the hospitality staff for beverages and/or 

snacks for the judge throughout the day. 

5. Calling for clean-up and for the photographer as needed. 

6. Handing out armbands to exhibitors. 

7. Calling entrants into the ring, by armband number. 

8. Pulling ribbons for each class, matched with trophy cards and/or 

money envelopes as applicable. 

9. In obedience, acting as a "post" for the figure eight, holding score 

sheets during the Stand for Examination, taking leads and retrieving 

articles from the judge or exhibitor as necessary, adjusting heights 

and lengths of jumps, escorting exhibitors to and from the ring for 

out-of-sight stays, and catching stay-breaking dogs. 

10. Taking all ring materials, including the judge's book, along to 

lunch when the ring is left vacant. 

11. Returning from lunch early to reopen the 

12. Asking the judge about procedural items: 

a) When (if at all) will the judge allow handler changes or late-

comers? 

b) Does the judge want the dogs in catalog order? 

c) When will the judge do photographs: between classes? after 

each breed? at the 

end of the hour or segment? just before lunch? 

d) Does the judge want the armband numbers of the placing 

dogs called out while 

he marks the book, or does he prefer to walk down the line 

and mark them firsthand? 

e) Where does the judge want the entrants lined up upon en-

tering the ring? 

f) Where does the judge want the examination table? 

g) In obedience, where does the judge want stays done? The 

figure eight? Where should the scent articles be placed? 
 

Here are a few things the ring steward must not do: 
 

1. Hold dogs, hold grooming paraphernalia, hold trophies or hold up 

classes. The steward is there as an assistant to the judge, and any-

thing interfering with that job is verboten. 
 

2. Write on the judge's book or score sheets. This is strictly the 

purview of the judge and these items should not be handled by oth-

ers except for setting up the table at the start of the day and, possi-

bly, taking the book with the other materials along to lunch for safe-

keeping. Some obedience judges do like the steward to check their 

addition on score sheets, but this is only done at the judge's re-

quest. 

3. Comment on or criticize the judge's decisions. Judges have been 

known to toss a loud-mouthed steward out of their ring for this. 

Stewards should keep their opinions to themselves. 
 

Those are the basics. From the steward's point of view, there are 

three facets that need to be coped with: the judge, the exhibitors 

and the staff of the show-giving club. Just as one might expect, some 

judges are great to steward for and some are not. Judges are re-

quired to adhere to the schedule laid out by the superintendent or 

show secretary and a good steward can do a lot to help keep things 

moving. When time is a concern, the steward should call the next 

class of dogs to ringside so they will be ready to go right in as soon 

as ribbons are handed out. Also, the steward may bring a class into 

the ring while a photograph is being taken (always being sure they 

will not appear in the background of the photograph!), so that judg-

ing can recommence immediately. Having ribbons, trophy cards and 

money envelopes at the ready for each class is a must in these cir-

cumstances. With conscientious effort by the judge and some hustle 

on the part of the steward, unanticipated delays can be overcome. 
 

Exhibitors can be superb or a superb pain; interestingly, it tends to 
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run in breeds. Some people are notoriously disorganized - they 

show up at the last minute, don't know their armband number, are 

nowhere to be found when their class is called, and/or are insuffera-

bly rude. Others are the exact opposite - they are there promptly, 

know their armband numbers (and are pleasant in asking for them), 

and are ready at ringside for every class. Exhibitors can make things 

a lot simpler for a busy steward by knowing what their number is 

and asking for it by breed first, then the class, then the number, e.g., 

"Dalmatian, Open Bitch, #46". This is especially helpful when a 

steward is working a ring that has a lot of breeds with small entries, 

and is flipping back and forth through the catalog constantly to find 

each breed and mark in the numbers that have been picked up. If 

this is the case, please be patient! There is nothing more harrowing 

than having five people hanging over the ring gate yelling for num-

bers which are in four different breeds, while the judge is tapping 

his foot awaiting ribbons and the calling-in of the next class. Finally, 

remember that the steward is not responsible for bad grounds, bad 

parking, bad judging or bad weather. You, the exhibitor, only have 

to stay long enough to show your dog; the steward is normally 

there for the whole day and has enough to do. Please go gripe to 

someone else. 
 

As far as the show-giving clubs are concerned, most are very con-

scientious about seeing that the judges and stewards are treated 

well. Most clubs use a system of "runners" for taking orders for 

drinks and snacks, and at the 30-ring shows it can be a while before 

someone gets to your ring. However, it often seems that the ser-

vice is better at those shows than at some which have only 10 or 12 

rings to cover. Ring hospitality is a very important part of the show 

for stewards and judges who are working all day in all kinds of 

weather, and clubs should be aware of it. Walkie-talkies, used to 

request the services of the photographer or the clean-up crew, are 

important and must be in good working order for a smooth-running 

show. The steward is not responsible for clean-up duty, although 

most are quite dexterous with a pair of discarded armbands when 

the occasion necessitates. Again, prompt response is dependent 

upon the club's assigning enough people to the task. 
 

I hope this has given you a more complete idea of what is involved 

in working as a ring steward. Most stewards are not paid for their 

services and do it for enjoyment. They take pride in doing their job 

well and the rewards can be great, albeit intangible. Stewarding is a 

wonderful way to meet people and learn about breeds of dogs with 

which one is not familiar. It is an unparalleled opportunity to learn 

ring procedure and the rules of the game. Altogether, it broadens 

one's horizons immeasurably and gives a new slant on dog shows, 

judging and the directions in which individual breeds are heading. In 

a sport where too many people can't see past what's in their own 

back yards, such experience can only help! See you at ringside… 

[or Stewarding 101] 
 

PEOPLE WITHOUT DOGS: STEWARDS: The steward is the 

person sitting at the table by the ring gate who isn't the judge and 

isn't an exhibitor. As is the case in most walks of life, this most un-

obtrusive person, with the dullest plumage, is actually the one doing 

most of the work.  

The conformation ring steward hands out armbands to the exhibi-

tors, lines up the exhibitors for the classes, arranges the ribbons 

and trophies on the table for the judge, and calls for clean up and 

for the photographer as needed. The obedience ring stewards per-

form all of the above, also stand as "posts" for the Figure-8 exercise, 

diddle about with gloves, and dumbbells for various retrieving exer-

cises, adjust jumps, and generally see to it that the judge stays on 

time and the ring runs smoothly.  

Stewards dress strictly for practicality, as they have to work at the 

show all day. Indeed, on a rainy or cold day, the stewards may be 

the only people who seemed to have had common sense enough to 

wear boots or a proper coat, since everyone else is concerned with 

looking elegant. They generally carry a largish sort of bag with them, 

and this bag has every possible emergency item in it, from weights 

for holding down ribbons on a windy day, to an extra pair of socks, 

to a fully equipped first aid kit.  

The steward's job is to be prepared for any eventuality, which might 

befall them, their judge, or their exhibitors, and the good ones are 

so prepared. Stewards have a distinctive call, and one of the most 

highly valued assets in a good steward is a loud voice. In the confor-

mation rings, it consists of the announcement of a breed name and 

class, such as "Dalmatians! Puppy Dogs!" used to summon the en-

trants into the ring for judging.  In obedience, they quietly call out 

the armband number. (They call quietly because obedience exhibi-

tors are usually at ringside when it's their turn, ready to go in.  

Conformation types are more likely to be carrying on some incredi-

bly important conversation with someone and not paying attention 

to what class is in the ring). If an armband remains unclaimed, the 

steward will wave it overhead while shouting the number out. If an 

errant exhibitor has picked up the armband but has not reported to 

the ring for their class, the steward will shout out that number as 

well.  Then he or she will fall silent, turn to the judge, and shrug.  

Linda Hazen Lewin, Falls Church, VA .  CharlinManchesters@Verizon.net.  

And, Atlanta’s Dogwood Obedience Group  

http://www.dogwoodtrainingacademy.com/lib_fun-people.htm#STEWARDS  

 
 

 

The Ring Steward - by Linda Hazen Lewin [continued] 

http://www.dogwoodtrainingacademy.com/lib_fun-people.htm#STEWARDS
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Dear VDC Member, 

 

It is time to renew your VDC membership. Please remit this form with 

your payment (check or M.O. payable to V.D.C.) to:  

 

Treasurer                       or                          Membership Coordinator 

 

Teri Welch                                                   Nancy Jensen-Norris 

33 Lafayette St.,                                          13 Ledgewood Lane, 

Yarmouth, ME 04096                                 Gray, ME 04039 

 
Individual Adult Membership                   $15.00              $____________ 

 

Joint Household Membership                    $20.00             $____________ 

 

Individual Junior Membership                   $5.00              $____________ 

       Junior Date of Birth:______________ 

 

                                                         Total Enclosed            $____________ 

 
Please note according to VDC bylaws, Article 1, Section 2, dues shall be payable on or before the first day of 

January. Article 1, Section 4b states a membership shall be considered as lapsed and automatically termi-

nated if such members dues remain unpaid 30 days after January 1st except when a member is out of the coun-

try where retention shall be at the discretion of the membership. 
 

PLEASE FILL OUT ALL INFORMATION BELOW AND HIGHLIGHT ANY CHANGES: 

 
NAME(S): ________________________________________________________________ 

 

STREET ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________ 
 

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ________________________________________________________ 
 

TELEPHONE (HOME AND/OR CELL): ______________________________________ 
 

E-MAIL AND / OR FAX: ____________ _______________________________________ 

 

 

VDC DUES NOTICE 2012 
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V A C A T I O N L A N D  D O G  

C L U B ,  I N C .  

F O U N D E D  1 9 4 5  

 

The purpose of this club is to encourage and promote the raising, general care and training of purebred dogs; to promote harmony, fair play 

and good sportsmanship in the best interests of purebred dogs; to encourage the novice owner and breeder in his approach to the raising, 

general care and training of purebred dogs; to assist all members in the showing, breeding and general care and training of their dogs; to assist 

the general public to understand dogs of all origins and learn to better care for and enjoy them through educational and instructional pro-

grams, projects and exhibitions, obedience and field trials, all under the rules and regulations of the AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB 

 

 

 

 

Penny Overton, Editor 

542 Maine St 

New Gloucester, ME 04260-2661 

USA .00¢ Feb. stamp 

VDC MISSION STATEMENT 

VDC 2012 Officers and Board of Directors 
President: Peg Dilley 

Vice President: Claire Marx 

Recording Secretary: Deb Libby 

Corresponding Secretary: Nancy Jensen-Norris 
Treasurer: Teri Welch 

 

Pollie Goodwin, Director 2012 

Barbara Hunt, Director 2012 

Judy Perry, Director  2013 

Harold Davis, Director 2013 
Richard Hendricks, Director 2012 

Sandy Bergeron, Director 2013 

2012 Calendar 
January 

  7  Awards Banquet  

 17 FMDC meeting 

February 

  15 General meeting 

  21 FMDC meeting 

March 

  20 FMDC meeting 

  21 General meeting 

April 

  17 FMDC meeting   

  18 General meeting 

May 

  TBA General meeting  

  15 FMDC meeting 

  16 SMCC Show Setup   

  17-20 SMCC Shows 

June  

  TBA Annual Banquet 

  19 FMDC Annual meeting 

  20 General meeting 

July 

  No general meeting 

  17 FMDC meeting 

  TBA Equipment Clean-up 

August  

  No general meeting   

  21 FMDC meeting 

September  

  18 FMDC meeting 

  19 General meeting 

October  

  16 FMDC meeting   

  17 General meeting 

November 

  20 FMDC meeting 

  21 General meeting 

December 

  12 General Meeting 

  18 FMDC meeting   

ABOUT BREEDING    

òYou need to know a great deal about a 

breed before you are of much use to it.ó 

2012 Dog Show Super Bowl Feb.13-14 

Westminster. Thereôs only one. 

Monthly Quotable:  by Peter Luyton 

http://www.akc.org/clubs/index.cfm?nav_area=clubs

